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Finally, although it should have been said first as it appears in the introduction 
to the book, E. A. Fellmann devotes 86 pages to an intellectual and rich biography 
of Euler, while R. Bernoulli gives medical details about Euler’s cecity. 
In conclusion, this is a luxurious book of 5.55 pages, a book which provides the 
reader with a rich amount of information, and a book which nurtures some 
thoughts after it has been closed. And it can be reopened. 
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The author rightly observes that “all students of mathematics know of Peano’s 
postulates for the natural numbers and his famous space-filling curve, yet their 
knowledge often stops here” (p. ix). The present volume is intended to correct 
this situation. Kennedy has devoted many years to a full-scale study of Peano’s 
life and works-which, he notes, Kenneth May designated as “a priority project 
in the history of mathematics” (p. x). Originally this work on Peano was con- 
ceived in collaboration with U. Cassina, Peano’s disciple, but was continued by 
the author on his own after Cassina’s death in 1964. The project required exten- 
sive research, not only bibliographical (quite successful, as the author has been 
able to increase Cassina’s list of Peano’s publications by about 20% as noted on p. 
ix) but also biographical, including interviews with some who knew Peano person- 
ally. 
The material is organized into 25 chapters, the titles of which may be quoted as 
a good preliminary overview of the contents: (1) Childhood, (2) Student Years, (3) 
University Assistant, (4) Making a Career, (5) Extraordinary Professor, (6) The 
“Formulario” Project, (7) Ordinary Professor, (8) The Controversy with Volterra, 
(9) The First International Congress of Mathematicians, (10) Contact with Frege, 
(11) Peano Acquires a Printing Press, (12) The School of Peano, (13) Paris 1900, 
(14) The Decline Begins, (15) Latin0 Sine Flexione, (16) The Cotton Worker 
Strike, (17) Completion of the “Formulario,” (18) Academia pro Interlingua, (19) 
Apostle of Interlingua, (20) The War Years, (21) The Postwar Years, (22) The 
Toronto Congress, (23) The Final Years, (24) Afterwards, and (25) Summing Up. 
There are three appendices: (1) Peano’s Professors, (2) Members of the School of 
Peano, and (3) List of Papers by Other Authors Presented by Peano to the Acad- 
emy of Sciences of Turin. The volume is completed by a Chronological List of the 
Publications of Giuseppe Peano, a Bibliography, and an Index of the Publications 
of Giuseppe Peano. 
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Kennedy’s project was intended to be, and in fact is, primarily descriptive and 
biographical. He confesses, “I have often felt myself to be more a writer of 
chronicles than a historian” (p. 172), and his aim is to “let the facts speak for 
themselves, since the facts have simply not been readily available earlier” (p. 
172). Together with meticulous biographical information (at times a bit excessive, 
e.g., the 11 lines on p. 20 devoted to the family of Peano’s wife), Kennedy offers a 
detailed account of the genesis and reception of Peano’s discoveries and publica- 
tions as well as of his academic career at the University of Turin. Moreover, 
although discussion of the more theoretical aspects of Peano’s work lies outside 
the book’s focus, the reader will find some remarks on them here and there. 
The reviewer believes that Kennedy has succeeded in making Peano “accessi- 
ble” for the first time to students of logic, mathematics, and language. This vol- 
ume should also become an indispensable “companion” for anyone who does 
research in the history of these areas. 
